Exmoor Canoe Club

Generic Risk Assessment – Moving Water → Class 2

This risk assessment should be read as a supplement to Risk Assessment – Placid Water

	Hazard


	Those at Risk
	Risk Control
	Further Action

	Separation from group.
	All participants
	Participants briefed about breaking out safely and waiting if an eddy is missed.  Group response should retain line of sight if possible.  Leader/assistant to chase if appropriate.


	

	Capsize and swim.
	All participants
	Participants briefed about white water swimming appropriate to the section of river and water levels.  Group should respond by making a safe eddy.  Leader and/or assistant to aid swimmer and recover equipment.


	Other competent members may assist.

	Loss of boat in capsize.
	All participants
	Group to make safe eddy and ensure comfort (esp warmth).  If possible boat should be recovered on foot.  If boat is irretrievable evacuation of group member(s) must be implemented.  Safety and comfort of the group should be managed.


	Staff to be clear about evacuation procedure for the section of river.

	Loss of paddle.
	All participants
	Spare paddles carried.


	

	Rapids.
	All participants
	Unfamiliar stretches of white water should be scouted.  Participants should be lead appropriate to their needs.  If beyond the ability of any member of the group a safe portage should be made.  Any splitting of the group should be carefully managed to ensure that safety cover and group morale are maintained.  If this is not possible the leader must instruct the whole group to portage.


	

	Weirs.
	All participants
	As for rapids.  Leader must be aware of degradation of weir structure and accumulation of debris after high water and over time.


	

	Hazard


	Those at Risk
	Risk Control
	Further Action

	Physical obstructions (rocks, bridge supports)
	All participants
	Chosen section of river should be within the technical ability of the group.  Participants taught about action on hitting rocks.  A clear line must be available under bridges and participants shown the line clearly.
	

	Bankside obstructions (trees, roots, fences)
	All participants
	River levels must be appropriate to the river and group’s ability.  Leader to be confident that eddies will be of a size and quality to accommodate the group, either by experience or reference.  Participants are to be briefed about the hazards and their avoidance. 


	

	Stoppers and standing waves.
	All participants
	These features must be inspected by, or known to, the leader.  If used for play or training the leader should ensure that the type of feature and water level is appropriate for the group.  The downstream environment must be suitable for the safe recovery of swimmers and equipment and should be covered by a competent paddler.  The comfort and safety of those in the eddy must be managed.


	


This risk assessment has been read by:

	Name


	Signature
	Date
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